
Concept Question 1-5: What differentiates an extraordinary node from an ordinary node? A loop from a 
mesh? 
 
An extraordinary node connects to 3 or more branches each containing at least one element, whereas an 
ordinary node connects to only 2 branches. 
 
A loop is any closed path with the same start and end node, and it may or may not enclose other loops.  A 
mesh is a loop that encloses no other loops. 
 
  


